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1. Introduction 

In line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Chichester District 
Council (CDC) Local Plan Key Policies 2021–2039, the Plaistow and Ifold Parish Council 
undertook the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan (NP). This document outlines how 
consultation was carried out with residents, landowners, and stakeholders across the 
four parish settlements: Ifold, Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee. 

As required under Regulation 15(2) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012, this Statement of Consultation includes: 

• A list of persons and bodies consulted; 
• An explanation of consultation methods; 
• A record of comments and concerns raised; 
• A description of how those issues were addressed in the Neighbourhood Plan.

 

 

 

2. Background 
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Plaistow and Ifold Parish is located in the northeast of Chichester District and spans 
over 20 square kilometres. The parish includes open farmland, ancient woodland, and 
four primary settlements: Ifold, Plaistow, Durfold Wood, and Shillinglee. 

On 26 June 2012, the Parish Council resolved to designate the area of the civil parish as 
the Neighbourhood Plan area. The application was submitted to CDC on 2 July 2012 
and the designation was confirmed by CDC on 6 November 2012. 

Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

Initial work began in 2013 but was later withdrawn from Examination in February 2022 
due to the issues raised by Natural England of water neutrality in the Habitats 
Regulations Assessment. A new NP began in August 2023 following a formal resolution 
by the Parish Council. The Parish Council resolved not to allocate residential 
development sites but to support CDC's Local Development Scheme (scheduled for 
Autumn 2025). The Parish Council recognised that proposals from the previous aborted 
NP needed to be revisited, validated and reconsulted upon. A planning consultant was 
engaged, and funding was secured. 

 

 

3. Stages of Public Consultation 
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The extensive work on the previous version of the NP which commenced in 2013 was 
not entirely discarded and the extensive consultation exercise and feedback on the 
2013 NP is referenced and included to support the 2023 NP Policies and Aims. The 
Statement of Consultation table accompanying the 2013 Statement of Consultation 
sets out Consultation events and references actions arising from feedback and is 
included here for completeness. (Appendix C) 

December 2023: Scoping and Evidence Gathering 

On 7 December 2023, a public consultation event was held at Winterton Hall, Plaistow. 
Approximately 50 residents attended. Presentations were delivered by the Planning 
Consultant and AECOM. Residents responded to seven key questions. Further online 
consultation followed in March 2024. Responses are summarised in Appendix I and 
informed the Design Guidelines. (Appendix A) 

 

March 2024: Housing Needs Assessment 

AECOM completed a desktop Housing Needs Assessment, adopted on 13 March 2024. 
It is published as Appendix B of the NP. 

April 2024: Design Guidelines 

Following site visits and community feedback, AECOM produced Design Guidelines, 
adopted on 12 June 2024 . This was updated by AECOM in December 2025 to 
incorporate amendments as a result of the NPPF December 24 and the Chichester 
Local Plan Policies adopted in August 2025. The update Guidelines were adopted by the 
Parish Council at their Full Council Meeting on 7th January 2026. 

May 2024: Annual Parish Meeting 
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An update on the progress of the NP was provided at the Annual Parish Meeting 
(Appendix II). Approximately 35 residents attended. Questions focused on the housing 
requirement for the Parish. 

January 2025: Non-Designated Heritage Assets (NDHAs) 

On 21 January 2025, the Parish Council Working Group evaluated NDHA proposals 
using Historic England's Advice Note 7. Property owners were notified in writing of the 
intention to consider applying to CDC for their inclusion on the CDC NDHA List. The 
proposals arose out of consultation with the Plaistow Village Trust and also the Ifold 
History Society arising during the preparations of the previous 2013NP. 

June 2025: NDHA Policy Formation and Owner Notification 

On 17 June 2025, the NP Working Group met and assessed NDHAs against the CDC 
NDHA matrix to inform policy development. Properties scoring 5 and above were 
suitable for inclusion in the Policy. Following this meeting, property owners were 
contacted to advise them of the Policy proposal informing them of what this meant to 
them in practice and of the informal consultation covering July and August 25 and later 
formal Regulation 14 Consultation in the autumn. 

January to March 2025: Local Green Spaces Consultation 

The short list of Local Green Spaces arose out of the evidence gathering for the 2013 
NP. This list arose firstly from a Call for Sites in January and February 2016 and then a 
questionnaire was sent out over the period January to March 2016. 803 questionnaires 
were sent out and 268 were completed. A further consultation was held on 2 July 2016 
in the form of a pop-up stand at the school fete. The stand was advertised through the 
school and Parish Council website and notice boards The list generated during the 2013 
NP process was approved at the Parish Council meeting on 21st January 2025. 
(Appendix III) 
This list was then further consulted upon via the Parish Council website, and this was 
communicated to residents via the website, newsletters, and Facebook. (Appendix IV). 

June 2025: Final Local Green Spaces Site Selection and Owner Notification 

Following a review of the consultation feedback, selected sites were proposed as Local 
Green Spaces. Landowners were notified, following the NP Working Group meeting on 
17th June 25, of the decision to designate the sites as Local Green Spaces for informal 
consultation in July and August 25 and formal Consultation in the autumn and the 
reasons for this designation. 

May 2025: Annual Parish Meeting Update 

Another update was presented at the Annual Parish Meeting. Around 35 residents 
participated. Housing remained a key topic (Appendix V). 

July to August 2025: Pre-submission Plan Informal Consultation 
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Preliminary consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan was undertaken with 
residents and neighbouring parishes over July and August 25. The NP was published on 
the website and this publication was advertised via. The website, via Facebook, Church 
Newsletter, E-Newsletter sent to the E contact list and placed in village shops as a hard 
copy (Appendix VI).  

29th October and 26th November: Drop in Events in Plaistow and Ifold 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drop in events were advertised via the website, Parish Council E- News, Church 
Newsletter, Facebook, notice boards and six banners put up around the Parish. 
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Councillors did their best to advertise and encourage attendance at the biannual litter 
picking event the week before.  

 

The events consisted of displays on boards across the five areas: 

• Housing  
• Economy & Employment  
• Community Assets & Recreation  
• Water  
• Environment & Community Connectivity 

The displays provided snapshots of the content in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan with 
the option of commenting on the boards or looking at the full documents online. 

Approximately 22 people attended the Plaistow event and 30 attended the Ifold event 
held in the village halls. The online consultation continued until 10th December 2025 

Regulation 14 Consultation 2nd February 2026 to 31st March 2026. 

The Parish Council approved the updated Neighbourhood Plan for Regulation 14, 
amended following the Autumn 25 consultation at the Full Council meeting on 7th 
January 26. Statutory Consultees were notified by: 

Direct email  
Posted letters to owners of Local Green Space and Non-Designated Heritage Properties 
where emails details were not known, otherwise individual emails were sent. 
Banners in the four settlement areas of Plaistow, Ifold, Durfold Wood and Shillinglee. 
Advertisement in Church Newsletter and to E News subscribers. 
Website 
Hard copy Newsletter posted to all on the electoral register. 
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The Consultees were directed to the website where the documents were available 
together with a comments form. In addition, hard copies of the Regulation14 
Neighbourhood Plan were available upon request, together with comments forms. 
Comments forms could be received via the post or online. 
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4. Analysis of Evidence and Impact on Strategy 

• December 2023 Event: Responses are summarised in Appendix I. Their 
influence on the strategy is outlined in Appendix VIII. 

• Local Green Spaces Consultation: 41 responses were received. Outcomes are 
incorporated into the Plan and detailed in Appendix VII. Owner responses are 
noted in the summer 25 draft NP informal consultation responses. (Appendix X) 

• NDHA Consultation: Property owner responses and their impact on the NDP 
are outlined in Appendix IX with comments from the Informal consultation 
carried out over summer 2025. 

• Comments from the informal summer 25 NP consultation are available with 
feedback at Appendix X 

• Comments from the October and November 2025 and the following online 
event to 10th December 2025 are available with feedback at Appendix XI. Aswell 
as over 50 individuals attending these events the number of visits to the NP page 
on the website increased significantly during October and November 2025. 
September users of the page were 20. This rose to 59 and 40 in October and 
November respectively. 

• Comments from the Regulation 14 Consultation are available with feedback 
confirming changes to the Plan at Appendix XII 

 



10 
 

5. Engagement with the Local Planning Authority (CDC) 

CDC, as the lead planning authority, provided guidance and review support.  

April 2025: Meeting with CDC 

On 28 April 2025, a virtual meeting was held between the CDC Neighbourhood Planning 
Officer, the Planning Consultant, and the Parish Council Clerk to discuss the progress 
of the NP and likely dates for the Regulation 14 Statutory Consultation. 

November 2025: Catch up with CDC 

On 28th November the Parish Council Clerk met online with the CDC Neighbourhood 
Planning Officer to discuss the progress and future timeline of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

April 2026: Team meeting with CDC following Regulation 14. 

On 9th April 2026 the Parish Councillor Andrew Woolf the NP Planning Consultant M 
Williams and the Parish Council Clerk Jane Bromley met with the CDC NP Officer 
Valerie Dobson to discuss the comments from CDC at Regulation 14 and for the Officer 
to address queries from the Parish Council other comments received as set out in the 
Notes to the meeting. 

 
 


